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USDA announces $350 million available to help 

states, private partners protect and restore 

grasslands, wetlands, and working lands. 
 

NRCS is making $350 million in financial and 

technical assistance available to help landowners protect and restore key 

farmlands, grasslands and wetlands across the nation. The funding is provided 

through the Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP), which was 

created in the 2014 Farm Bill to protect critical wetlands and encourage 

landowners to keep lands in farming and ranching. 
 

Agricultural Land Easements 

ACEP's agricultural land easements not only protect the long-term viability of 

the nation's food supply by preventing conversion of productive working lands 

to non-agricultural uses, they also support environmental quality, wildlife 

habitat, historic preservation and protection of open spaces.  Native American 

Tribes, state and local governments and non-governmental organizations that 

have farmland or grassland protection programs are eligible to partner with 

NRCS to purchase conservation easements.  
 

Wetland Reserve Easements 

Wetland reserve easements allow landowners to successfully restore, enhance 

and protect habitat for wildlife on their lands, reduce damage from flooding, 

recharge groundwater and provide outdoor recreational and educational 

opportunities. Eligible landowners can choose to enroll in a permanent or 30-

year easement. Tribal landowners also have the option of enrolling in 30-year 

contracts. 
 

Wetland Reserve Enhancement Partnership 
The 2014 Farm Bill replaced the Wetland Reserve Enhancement Program with 

the Wetland Reserve Enhancement Partnership as an enrollment option under 

ACEP – WRE. WREP continues to be a voluntary program through which 

NRCS signs agreements with eligible partners to leverage resources to carry out 

high priority wetland protection, restoration and enhancement and to improve 

wildlife habitat.  The Rainwater Basin Joint Venture was recently awarded $1.7 

million for their project located in south central Nebraska. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6Im5laWwuamVuc2VuQG5lLnVzZGEuZ292IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5fbGlua19pZCI6IjEwMSIsInN1YnNjcmliZXJfaWQiOiIxMTY1NTQyNDkiLCJsaW5rX2lkIjoiNDEyODk2OTciLCJ1cmkiOiJicDI6ZGlnZXN0IiwidXJsIjoiaHR0cDovL3d3dy5ucmNzLnVzZGEuZ292L3dwcy9wb3J0YWwvbnJjcy9kZXRhaWwvbmF0aW9uYWwvbmV3c3Jvb20vcmVsZWFzZXMvP2NpZD1OUkNTRVBSRDQxNjYxNSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAxNTExMTkuNTE2NjAwMjEifQ.uPvTRzhrau1TaAAynaogF4H5Q4JPhrOyAFrpyJm4IiQ


 

To learn about ACEP and other technical and financial assistance available 

through NRCS conservation programs, visit www.nrcs.usda.gov/GetStarted or 

your local USDA Service Center. 

 

GENERAL CRP INFORMATIONAL MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
 

Pheasants Forever along with the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, Farm 

Service Agency and NRCS will be hosting 56 landowner meetings around the state 

to help promote the CRP signup being held from December 1 through February 26.  
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 USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider, Employer, and Lender. 
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and 

policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA 

programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity 

(including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income 

derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in 

any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and 

complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.  

 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, 

large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET 

Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 

Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.  

 

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-

3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office or write a letter 

addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the 

complaint form, call  

 

(866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:  

(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture  

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights  

1400 Independence Avenue, SW  

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;  

(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or  

(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. 


